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Adriana Baranello. She is a doctoral candidate at the University of California, Los 

Angeles. She received her B.A. in Italian and Art History from Johns Hopkins 

University in 2004, and her M.A. in Italian from the Middlebury C.V. Starr Schools 

Abroad in Florence, Italy in 2006. 

Her main research interests lie in modern and contemporary Italian literature and 

visual arts. She is particularly interested in the historic avant-garde and mid-century 

modernism. She has, in the past, taught multiple levels of Italian language, as well as 

Italian cinema and culture. She has served on the board of the Italian Graduate 

Student Conference for multiple years. My professional experience includes 

publications in California Italian Studies and in Carte Italiane, including an 

important English translation of Giovanni Pascoli’s La grande proletaria si è mossa. 

She has presented at professional conferences in the US, Italy and Australia. 

ambaranello@ucla.edu 

 

Arianna Fognani. She is a PhD candidate in Italian Studies at Rutgers University 

where she is teaching Expository Writing 101 for the English Department. Her 

academic interests include Italian literature from the nineteenth century to the 

present, women autobiography, travel writing and Mediterranean studies. She is 

currently working on the representation of space and identity in Italian women 

writers travelling in the Mediterranean region. fognani@eden.rutgers.edu 

 

Daniele Forlino. Dopo aver conseguito una laurea di Primo Livello in Economia e 

Commercio presso l’Università degli Studi di Firenze, Daniele Forlino ha deciso di 

seguire e coltivare la sua passione per la letteratura italiana e l’insegnamento della 

lingua trascorrendo un anno in Massachusetts presso il College of the Holy Cross 

dove ha lavorato come assistente di lingua italiana e ha frequentato dei corsi di 

letteratura e didattica delle lingue straniere. Al rientro in Italia ha conseguito il 

Master in Didattica dell’italiano lingua non materna presso l’Università per Stranieri 

di Perugia durante l’anno accademico 2009-2010. Dal 2009 al 2011 ha collaborato 

con The Institute at Palazzo Rucellai a Firenze. Nel 2011 si è trasferito a Madison, in 

Wisconsin,  per iniziare un programma di dottorato in italianistica presso l’Università 

del Wisconsin-Madison. danieleforlino@hotmail.com 

 

Roberto Risso. He is a Doctoral candidate and Teaching Assistant in the French and 

Italian Department at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (USA). He holds a 

Doctorate in Italian literature from the University of Turin (Italy). His area of interest 

is modern and contemporary Italian narrative prose, with topics including historical 

narration, suicide, violence, and prison. He has published essays on the Baroque 

period, the Eighteenth Century, the Italian Risorgimento and on detective novel. 

risso@wisc.edu 
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Adele Sanna. Nata a Barletta, si è laureata in Lingue e Letterature Straniere all’ 

Università degli Studi di Siena e in Competenze Testuali per l’Editoria e i Media 

all’Università per Stranieri di Siena. Nel 2007 ha insegnato italiano in Argentina, 

presso l’ Asociación Dante Alighieri di Buenos Aires. Nel 2008 ha insegnato italiano 

elementare al Dickinson College in Pennsylvania (USA) e dal 2009 al 2012 ha 

insegnato tutti i livelli di italiano e spagnolo intermedio/avanzato alla University of 

Virginia in Virginia (USA), istituzione in cui ha conseguito il Master in Italian e il 

Certificate in Comparative Literature nel 2011. Si occupa di letteratura italiana 

contemporanea, studi latinoamericani e cinema. I suoi articoli sono apparsi in Annali 

d’Italianistica e in La Libellula. as5em@virginia.edu 

 

Monica Streifer. Sh is a Ph.D. student, Teaching Assistant, and Graduate Research 

Mentorship Fellow at the University of California, Los Angeles. She is the Co Editor-

in-Chief of the department's graduate-student journal, Carte Italiane, and has 

previously served as its Managing Editor. She currently serves as the President of the 

Humanities Council of UCLA's Graduate Student Association. Her research interests 

include modern and contemporary Italian literature and cinema as well as 

Renaissance and Baroque drama. She earned her M.A. in Italian Literature from 

UCLA in May of 2011 and is an alumna of Scripps College, where she earned her 

B.A. magna cum laude in European Studies and Foreign Languages with an emphasis 

on Italian and French. mstreifer@ucla.edu 

 

Vedovi Lucia. She is currently pursuing her in Ph.D. in the Italian Program at 
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literature in the XIX and XX century. In her dissertation, she would like to explore 

the intersection between the Italian Baroque influence and Virginia Woolf’s legacy 

on some major Italian women writers of the XX century. In Spring 2011, she was the 

recipient of the Coccia Memorial Scholarship for her research on Ada Negri’s prose 

work. In Spring 2013, she was the recipient of the Laggini Scholarship. 

lvedovi@eden.rutgers.edu 
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GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ITALIAN 

 
THE PROGRAM 

 
The Graduate Program in Italian at Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, covers all periods 

of Italian Literature and also offers the possibility for the study of the history of the Italian 

language, Romance Philology, and other allied disciplines. While students are introduced to a 

variety of critical methods and approaches in their courses, they also have the opportunity to study 

literary theory and methodology in special courses such as Approaches to Literature and the History 

of Criticism. 

Since all work is conducted in Italian, students have the opportunity to acquire full fluency in the 

language. 

Because the Faculty regards teaching experience as a vital aspect of graduate education, teaching 

assistantships and part-time teaching assignments are part of the principal subsidies the program 

makes available to graduate students. Although students typically teach elementary and 

intermediate language courses, at times advanced students have the opportunity to teach upper-level 

undergraduate courses. In addition, some assistants are chosen every year to teach in the summer 

program in Urbino, Italy. It is also possible to apply for scholarships that enable graduate students 

to do research in Urbino during the summer. 

While admission to the program usually requires an undergraduate major in Italian, students from 

other major areas are encouraged to apply, with the understanding that they make up any 

prerequisites with undergraduate courses to be taken without graduate credit. 

 

Degree Options 
 

The graduate faculty in Italian offers three degree programs. The M.A.T. is intended primarily for 

those who are teaching, or intend to teach, at the secondary school level. The program emphasizes 

language, literature, and civilization. The M.A. and Ph.D. programs deal with all aspects of Italian 

literature and literary criticism. 

 

 

 

THE UNIVERSITY 
 

As a leading public research university, Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, is committed 

to graduate programs of exceptional academic quality taught by distinguished faculty. Chartered in 

1766, Rutgers is the eighth oldest institution of higher learning in the nation. Today, Rutgers is a 

member of the Association of American Universities, the sixty-two leading research universities in 

North America. 

The Graduate School — New Brunswick offers master’s and doctoral degrees in fifty-eight fields. 

The large graduate student community is engaged in the larger national research community 

through active lecture and seminar series, attendance at conferences, editorships of student-run 

journals, and cooperative endeavors with nearby institutions, especially Princeton University and 

the University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey. 



                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

RESEARCH FACILITIES 
 

Libraries 

 
Rutgers’ library system, with holdings of more than 3 million volumes, ranks among the top 

twenty-five research university libraries in North America. There is an excellent research collection 

for all periods of Italian Literature. 

Materials needed for research can also be found in specialized and general public and university 

libraries located in Princeton, Philadelphia, and New York. 

 

 

 

GRADUATE PROGRAM IN ITALIAN 
FACULTY 

 
 

Alessandro Vettori, Chair (Dott. in Lettere, Firenze; Ph.D., Yale) 

Thirteenth century Literature, Dante and Franciscan Literature 

 

Andrea Baldi (Dott. in Lettere, Firenze; Ph.D., California at Los Angeles) 

Sixteenth century Literature, Italian Women Writers 

 

Paola Gambarota (Ph.D. German Studies, Pavia; Ph.D., Italian Studies, Yale) 

Modern Literature, European Pre-War Avant-garde, Theories of Language and Nation 

 

Laura Sanguineti White (Dott. in Lettere, Trieste; Ph.D., California at Los Angeles) 

Seventeenth and Eighteenth century Literature, Renaissance Theater, the Epic, Early Medieval 

Literature. 

 

Rhiannon Noel Welch (M.A., Italian Studies, California at Berkeley; Ph.D., Italian Studies, 

California at Berkeley) 

Nineteenth and Twenty-first century Italian literature, film, and cultural studies; Italian (post-) 

colonialism and biopolitics. Fascism and ideology; critical theory; film theory; and political 

philosophy. 

 

David Marsh (Ph.D. Harvard) 

Renaissance Italy from Petrarch to Tasso 

 

Umberto Mariani (Emeritus) (Dott. in Lettere, Pavia) 

Nineteenth and Twentieth century Literature 

 

 

 

 

FINANCIAL AID 



                                                                                                                                                                  

 
Several types of financial aid are available to graduate students of Rutgers depending on scholastic 

achievement and financial need. 

The teaching assistantships and part-time teaching assignments in the program are available to 

highly qualified students. In addition, public and private loan programs, work-study opportunities, 

and federal and state grants are available to graduate students. 

 

 
For further information on criteria of admission to the Italian Graduate Program please visit the 

website: http://italian.rutgers.edu/  
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Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey 

84 College Avenue 

New Brunswick, NJ 08901 

Telephone: 732-932-7031 

FAX: 732-932-1686 

 

 


