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This seminar provides students with the opportunity to explore various 

methodological and theoretical issues in the study of lyric while analyzing 

Italian poets of the 20th century (D’Annunzio, Marinetti, Ungaretti, Saba, 

Montale, Balestrini, and Pasolini). We will devote particular attention to the 

ways in which their texts define the functions of poetry within the context of 

Modernity, addressing questions of definition, approaches, interpretation, 

language, the nation, and the relation of poetry to theory and to other media. 

Theoretical readings include essays by Culler, Hamburger, Nietzsche, 

Gramsci, Simmel, Jakobson, Mallarmé, Adorno, Heidegger. Advanced 

reading knowledge of Italian is required. 

 

Learning Goals: 
The main goal of this seminar is to refine the skills of textual analysis by 

considering different interpretive approaches as well as the ways in which the 

status of poetry in society and in academia has been defined in modern times. By the end of the course 

students will be familiar with the current academic discussion on the lyric genre and the modern canon of 

Italian poetry while being able to place this poetry within a comparative discourse. 

 

Sources (required): Readings on Canvas 

 

Tools on Canvas: “Elementi di versificazione;” “Close-Reading of Poetry” 

 

Reference and Criticism: see BIBLIOGRAPHY (at the bottom) 

 

Course Requirements: 

 Weekly presentations; leading class discussion; participation in class 

discussion; talk on the final essay (50%)  

 Final essay: 17-20 pages, based on close analysis of sources and thorough 

research of critical and theoretical literature. Can be written in English or in 

Italian (50%) 

 

Academic integrity 

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Plagiarism is taken extremely seriously and can lead to academic probation 

or suspension. If you are unfamiliar with the academic code of integrity here at Rutgers University, you can 

read about it in detail by following this link: 

http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/ 

 

Accessibility 
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Students who would like to request special assistance or accommodations should follow the procedures 

outlined at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/applying-for-services 

 

 

   DEFINING THE LYRIC  

I settim. 3 sett.  Jonathan Culler, “Rhetoric, Poetics, and Poetry,” Literary Theory. Oxford UP,  

   1997, 70-82. 

   Käte Hamburger, “The Lyrical Genre” from The Logic of Literature, 232-292. 

   Roman Jakobson, “Closing Statements,” in Style in language. Ed. Thomas Sebeok. 

   MIT Press, 1960. 350-362. 

    

 

   POETRY AND LANGUAGE  

II settim. 10 sett. Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lies in a Non-Moral Sense” (available in  
   English and Italian) 

   Mallarmé, “Crisis in Poetry,” estratto. Modernism. 123-127 

   Martin Heidegger, “Hölderlin and the Essence of Poetry” (1949), The Critical  
   Tradition, 1998. 563-570    

   Balestrini, “Linguaggio e opposizione,” 196-198 e poesie scelte, 141-149 in I  
   Novissimi, Einaudi: Torino 1965. 

 
 

III settim. 17 sett. Marinetti, “Manifesto tecnico;” Distruzione della sintassi;” “Splendore   

   geometrico.” Teoria e invenzione futurista, 47-81; 98-107; 783-790. 

    Fausto Curi, “Marinetti, il soggetto, la materia,” Annali d’italianistica 27 (2009):  

    295-307 

 

IV settim. 24 sett. Marinetti, Traduzioni di Mallarmé; Ungaretti, “Lindoro di deserto” in Allegria;  
   “Isola” in Il Sentimento del Tempo 

   Margaret Brose, “GU’s “Sentimento del tempo,” Pacific Coast Philology, 21, 1/2 

   (1986): 65-72 

    

V settim. 1 ott.  Montale, Ossi di seppia; Le occasioni (poesie scelte) in Tutte le poesie. Mi:  

   Mondadori, 1984 

   Margaret Brose, “The Spirit of the Sign,” Stanford Italian Review IV, 2 (1984):  

 

   POETRY AND MODERNITY 

VI settim. 8 ott. Perry Anderson, “Modernity and Revolution” in NLR 1, 144 (1984): 96-113. 

Georg Simmel, “The Metropolis and Mental Life,” (excerpt) (1902), Modernism. 

51-60 

D’Annunzio, “Le città terribili,” in John Picchione and Lawrence R. Smith, 

Twentieth-Century Italian Poetry. An Anthology. Toronto UP, 1993. 47-50. 

Marinetti,  “Fondazione e Manifesto del Futurismo” Teoria e invenzione futurista, 
ed. L. De Maria. Mi: Mondadori, 1983. 7-13 

Antonio Gramsci, ”Marinetti the Revolutionary,” (1921) Modernism. 214-215 
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   POETRY, NATION, SOCIETY 

VII settim. 15 ott. Poetry and Society: Two Perspectives  

   Jen Webb, “Poetry and the Conditions of Practice,” Bourdieu’s Field theory and  

   the Social Sciences. Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018. 53-66 

   T.W. Adorno, “On Lyric Poetry and Society” (1950), Notes to Literature I. NY:  

   Columbia UP, 1991. 37-54 

 

VIII settim. 22 ott. Emilio Gentile, “The Conquest of Modernity.” Modernism/Modernity I.3 (1994):  

   89-107. 

Marinetti, “Uccidiamo il chiaro di luna, ” Teoria e invenzione futurista, 

ed. L. De Maria. Mi: Mondadori, 1983. 7-26 

Cinzia Sartini Blum, “The Rhetorical Strategies and Gender in the 

Marinetti’s Futurist Manifesto,” Italica, 67, 2 (1999), 196-211 

 

IX settim. 29 ott. Ungaretti, “L’Allegria” (poesie scelte), Tutte le  

   poesie. Milano: Mondadori, 1969. 

   Ungaretti, “Ungaretti commenta Ungaretti,” 

Saggi e    interventi. Milano: Mondadori, 815-828. 

 

X settim. 5 nov. Saba, Versi militari; Casa e campagna; Trieste e 

una donna. in Tutte le poesie. Milano: Mondadori, 1988. 

   Saba, Storia e cronistoria del ‘Canzoniere’ (estratti) 

   Massimo Lollini, “Trieste e l’antico mare perduto di Saba,” Annali d’Italianistica 

   24 (2006): 275-292. 

   Renzi, “Lettura di A mia moglie,” Il punto su Saba. Bari: Laterza, 1987 

 

XI settim. 12 nov. Pasolini, Le ceneri di Gramsci (selection) 

   Fausto Curi, “Pasolini e Officina,” La poesia italiana del Novecento. Bari: Laterza, 

   1999. 320-329 

   Alessia Ricciardi, “Heretical Specters,” The Ends of Mourning. Stanford University 

   Press, 2003. 123-138 

 

   APPROACHES 

XII settim. 19 nov. Virginie Greene, “Three Approaches to Poetry” in MLA 120.1 (2005): 219-234. 

   Barton Johnson, “Note.” in Yuri Lotman, Analysis of the Poetic Text. Ann  

   Arbor, MI: Ardis, 1976. IX-XXX. 

   Roundtable on Poetry and Theory MLA conference 2003 

 

   POETRY AND OTHER MEDIA 

   Thanksgiving:  Tuesday class 

XIII settim. 24 nov. D’Annunzio, “Sopra un Erotik”; “La pioggia nel pineto” in John Picchione and  

   Lawrence R. Smith, Twentieth-Century Italian 

Poetry, 40-58. 

Marinetti, Dune (1914) 

Marinetti, Tavole Parolibere 

Amelia Rosselli, Poesie; Laura Barile, “Trasposizioni. I due mestieri di 

Amelia Rosselli” California Italian Studies 8.1 (2018): 1-23. 

Balestrini, Paesaggi linguistici; Eco (introduzione) 
http://www.lavoroculturale.org/400-iso-poesiatotale-larte-visiva-nanni-

balestrini/ 

Pasolini, “Cinema of Poetry”; Joseph Luzzi, “Poesis in Pasolini,” A 
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Cinema of Poetry. Johns Hopkins UP, 2014. 70-85 

Edoardo Sanguineti, “Il secolo del montaggio”, La poesia del Novecento. Bologna: Pendragon, 2003. 251-

257 

 

POETRY, ITS AUDIENCE, AND ACADEMIA 

XIV settim. 3 dic. Francesco Stella, “Social Irrelevance and Self- 

   generated Canons,” 

Semicerchio, XXXVIII (2008):24-29. Discussion 

on Poetry, MLA Forum 2006 (Published, PMLA, 

2007) 

XV settim. 10 dic. Presentazione e discussione dei saggi 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

THEORY AND CRITICISM 

Adamson, Walter L. “Modernism and Fascism: Politics of Culture in Italy” in The American Historical 

Review, Vol. 95, No.2 (1990): 359-390. 

Adorno, Theodor W. “On Lyric Poetry and Society” (1950), Notes to Literature I. NY: Columbia UP, 1991. 

37-54. 

Anceschi, Luciano. Autonomia e eteronomia dell’arte. Milano: Garzanti, 1976. 

Anceschi, Luciano. Le poetiche del novecento in Italia. Milano: C. Marzorati, 1962.  

Anderson, Perry. “Modernity and Revolution” in NLR 1, 144 (1984): 96-113. 

Beltrami, Pietro G. Gli strumenti della poesia. Bologna: Il Mulino, 2002. 

Blum, Cinzia Sartini. The Other Modernism. University of California Press, 1996. 

Calinescu, Matei. Five Faces of Modernity. Durham: Duke UP, 1987. 

Il canto strozzato. Poesia italiana del Novecento. Eds. G. Langella, E. Elli. Novara: Interlinea, 2004 (3a ediz.) 

The Critical Tradition, ed. Richter. Boston/NY: Bedford, 1998.  

Curi, Fausto. La poesia italiana del Novecento. Bari: Laterza, 1999. 

Culler, Jonathan. “Rhetoric, poetics, and Poetry,” Literary Theory. Oxford UP, 1997, 70-82. 

Curtius, Ernst Robert. “Poetry and Rhetoric” from European Literature and the Latin Middle Ages. (1953). 

Princeton UP, 1983.145-166. 

Debenedetti, Giacomo. La poesia italiana del Novecento (1973). Milano: Garzanti, 1998. 

Eagleton, Terry. How to Read a Poem. Oxford, UK: Blackwell, 2007. 

Friedrich, Hugo. “Considerazioni preliminari,” La struttura della lirica moderna. (1953). Milano: Garzanti 

2002. 13-33. 

Emilio Gentile, Emilio “The Conquest of Modernity.” Modernism/Modernity I.3 (1994): 89-107. 

Greene, Virginie. “Three Approaches to Poetry” in MLA 120.1 (2005): 219-234. 

Guglielmi, Guido. L’invenzione della letteratura. Na: Liguori, 2001. 

Guglielmi, Guido. “Poesia della prosa,” La poesia del Novecento. Ed. Bazzocchi and Curi. Bo: 

Pendragon, 2003, 31-44. 

Hamburger, Käte. “The Lyrical Genre” from The Logic of Literature. (Second Edition) Indiana UP, 

1994232-292. 

Italian Modernism. Ed. Somigli and Moroni. University of Toronto Press, 2004. 

I Novissimi. Ed. Alfredo Giuliani. Ed. Torino: Einaudi, 1963. 196-200. 

Jakobson, Roman. “Closing Statements,” in Style in language. Ed. Thomas Sebeok. MIT Press, 

1960. 350-362. 

Kern, Stephen.  The Culture of Time and Space. 1880-1918. Harvard University Press, 1983. 

Lorenzini, Niva. La poesia del Novecento. Bologna: Il mulino, 1999. 

Lotman, Yuri. Analysis of the Poetic Text. Ann Arbor, MI: Ardis, 1976. 

Luzzi, Joseph, A Cinema of Poetry. Johns Hopkins UP, 2014. 

Orlando, Sandro. “La metricologia,” L’italianistica. Ed. Barberi Squarotti, Bruni et alii, To: UTET, 1992, 

389-405. 
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Ott, Christine . “La svolta linguistica,” in Montale e la parola riflessa. Milano: Franco Angeli, 2006, 22-41 

Pasolini, Pier Paolo. “Nuove questioni linguistiche” in Lingua, Storia D’Italia. Einaudi: Torino,1973. 2-27. 

Ramous, Mario. La metrica. Mi: Garzanti, 1985. 

Sanguineti, Edoardo. “Il secolo del montaggio”, La poesia del Novecento. Bologna: Pendragon, 2003. 251-

257. 

Sitney, Adam. The Cinema of Poetry. Oxford University Press, 2015. 

Stella, Francesco. “Social Irrelevance and Self-generated Canons,” Semicerchio, XXXVIII (2008): 24-29. 

“Theories and Methodologies: On Poetry.” PMLA 123. 1 (2008): 195:222. 

Valesio, Paolo. “After the Conquest of the Stars.” Italian Modernism, ed. Somigli and Moroni. University of 

Toronto Press, 2004, IX- XXIII. 

Webb, Jen. “Poetry and the Conditions of Practice,” Bourdieu’s Field theory and the Social Sciences. 

Singapore: Palgrave Macmillan, 2018. 53-66. 

Wellek, René. “Euphony, Rhythm, and Metre,” Theory of Literature. Ed. Austin and Wellek. NY: Harcourt, 

Brace, 1956. 

 

MARINETTI 

Marinetti, Filippo Tommaso. Teoria e invenzione futurista. Ed. L. De Maria. Mi: Mondadori, 1983.  

Futurism, Special Issue of Annali d’italianistica 27.1, 2009. 

General  

Bergman, Pär. ”Modernolatria” et “simultaneità”. Uppsala 1962. 

Introduzione di De Maria, Teoria e invenzione. Mi: Mondadori, 1983. 

Salaris, Claudia. Storia del futurismo. Roma: Editori Riuniti, 1992. 

Sartini Blum, Cinzia. “Futurism and the Avant Garde,” South Central Review, 13, 2/3 (1996), 1-12. 

Scrivo, Luigi.  Sintesi del futurismo.  Roma 1968. 

Ideology 

Gentile, Emilio. “The Conquest of Modernity.” Modernism/Modernity I.3 (1994): 89-107. 

Ialongo, Ernest. F.T. Marinetti and His Politics. Madison, NJ: Farleigh Dickinson UP, 2015.  

Perloff, Marjorie. The Futurist Moment. Avant-garde, Avant Guerre, and the Language of Rapture. The 

University of Chicago Press, 1986. 

Special Issueon  Marinetti della South Central Review 13, 2/3 (Summer 1996). 

Gender 

Sartini Blum, Cinzia. “Rhetorical Strategies and Gender in Marinetti’s Futurist Manifesto.” Italica 

67 . 2 (1990): 196-211. 

Spackman, Barbara. “Mafarka and Son: Marinetti’s Homophobic economics.” Modernism/Modernity I.3 

(1994): 89-107. 

 

D’ANNUNZIO 

Anceschi, Luciano. “Introduzione.” Gabriele D’Annunzio, Versi di amore e di Gloria. Mondadori: Milano, 2. 

I-XCIV. 

Spackman, Barbara. Decadent Genealogies. Cornell UP, 1989. 

Valesio, Paolo. The Dark Flame. Yale University Press, 1992. 

 

SABA, UNGARETTI, MONTALE 

Cary, Joseph. Three modern Italian poets: Saba, Ungaretti, Montale. University of Chicago Press, 1993. 

 

UNGARETTI 

Ungaretti, Giuseppe.Vita d’un uomo. Tutte le poesie. Milano: I Meridiani Mondadori, 2001. 

Anceschi, L. Da Ungaretti a D’Annunzio. Mi: Il Saggiatore, 1976.  

Brose, Margaret. “GU’s “Sentimento del tempo,” Pacific Coast Philology, 21, 1/2 (1986): 65-72. 

Cambon, Glauco. La poesia di Ungaretti. To: Einaudi, 1976. 

Cooper, Allison. “Giuseppe Ungaretti’s Disanimate Modernism.” Annali d’Italianistica 33 (2015): 99-113. 
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Guglielmi, Guido. Interpretazione di Ungaretti.  Bo: Il Mulino, 1989. 

Ossola, Carlo. Giuseppe Ungaretti. Mi: Mursia 1975. 

Rebay, Luciano. Le origini della poesia di GU. Ro: 1962. 

Savoca, Giuseppe. Ed. Sentimento del tempo. Petrarchismo e antipetrarchismo nella lirica del Novecento 

italiano. Atti dell’incontro di studio della Società per lo Studio della Modernità Letteraria. Catania, 27-28 

febbraio 2004. Polinnia 9. Firenze: Leo S. Olschki Editore, 2005. 

 

SABA 

Bazlen, Roberto. Scritti. Milan: Adelphi, 1984. 

Calimani, Dario. “Saba e la capra semita,” Appartenenza e differenza, Fi: Giuntina, 1997. 

Cary, Joseph. A Ghost in Trieste. University of Chicago Press, 1993. 

Cary, Joseph. Three Modern Italian Poets: Saba, Ungaretti, Montale. Chicago: U of Chicago P, 1993. 

Deleuze, Gilles, and Félix Guattari. Kafka: Toward a Minor Literature. Minneapolis: U of Minnesota P, 

1986. 

Gambarota, Paola. “Beyond Revealed Religions: Saba, the Creatures, and the Political Animal.” Modern 

Language Notes 120 (2005): 137-160. 

Hughes, H. Stuart. Prisoners of Hope: The Silver Age of the Italian Jews 1924–1974. Cambridge: Harvard 

UP, 1983. 

Lavagetto, Mario. La gallina di Saba. Turin: Einaudi, 1989. 

Lejeune, Philippe. On Autobiography. Ed. Paul John Eakin. Trans. Katherine Leary. Minneapolis: U of 

Minnesota Press, 1989. 

Lollini, Massimo. “Trieste e l’antico mare perduto di Saba,” Annali d’Italianistica 24 (2006): 275-292. 

Rakar, Atilij. “Il tema del diverso in una letteratura di frontiera.” Acta Neophilologica 23 (1990): 39–49. 

Wanke, Matilde Dillon. “Lo studio di Saba su Saba e l’Autobiografia poetica.” Testo autobiografico nel 

novecento. Ed. Reimar Klein e Rossana Bonadei. Milan: Guerini, 1993. 211–27. 

West, Rebecca. “Narrative Affinities in the Modern Italian Lyric Collection.” Forum Italicum 26 (1992): 

171–87. 

 

MONTALE 

Almansi, Guido. Eugenio Montale: the private language of poetry. Guido Almansi and Bruce Merry. 

Edinburgh : Edinburgh University Press, c1977.  

Baldissone, Giusi. Il male di scrivere: l'inconscio e Montale. Torino: G. Einaudi, 1979. 

Becker, Jared. Eugenio Montale. Boston: Twayne Publishers, c1986. 

Biasin, G. P. Il vento di Debussy. La poesia di Montale nella cultura del Novecento. Bologna: Il Mulino, 

1985. (rapporti con arti e movimenti novecenteschi) 

Coletti, Vittorio. L’italiano di Montale. In AAVV, Il secolo di Montale. Bologna: Il Mulino, 1998. (lingua) 

Cambon, Glauco. Eugenio Montale's poetry: a dream in reason's presence. Princeton, NJ: Princeton 

University Press, c1982.  

Contini, Gianfranco. Una lunga fedeltà: scritti su Eugenio Montale. Torino: Einaudi, c1974. 

De Caro, P. Journey to Irma. Foggia: Matteo de Meo, 1996. 

Giachery, Emerico. Metamorfosi dell'orto e altri scritti montaliani. Roma: Bonacci, c1985.  

Huffman, Claire de C. L. Montale and the occasions of poetry.  

Marchese, Angelo. Visiting angel: interpretazione semiologica della poesia di Montale. Torino: Società 

editrice internazionale, 1977.  

Martelli, Mario. Eugenio Montale: introduzione e guida allo studio dell'opera montaliana: storia e antologia 
della critica. Firenze: Le Monnier, 1982.  

Martelli, Mario. Il rovescio della poesia: interpretazioni montaliane. Milano: Longanesi, 1977. 

Mengaldo, Pier Vincenzo. “L’opera in versi di Eugenio Montale.” In A. Asor Rosa ed. Letteratura italiana. 
Le Opere, Torino: Einaudi, 1995, vol. V, 623-68. (strutture delle raccolte, stile, fonti, modelli) 

Milano, Giuseppe. Eugenio Montale Fasano di Brindisi: Schena, c1996 

Montale, Eugenio. Sulla poesia. Milan: Mondadori, 1976. 
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Ott, Christine. Montale e la parola riflessa: dal disincanto linguistico degli Ossi attraverso le incarnazione 
poetiche della Bufera alla lirica decostruttiva dei Diari. Milano: Franco Angeli, 2006. 

Rella, Franco. La cognizione del male. Saba e Montale. Roma: Editori Riuniti, 1985. 

Sica, Paola. Modernist Forms of Rejuvenation: Eugenio Montale and T.S. Eliot. Firenze: L.S. Olschki, 2003.  

Singh, G. Eugenio Montale: a critical study of his poetry, prose, and criticism. New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1973. 

Surdich, L. Le idee e la poesia. Montale e Caproni. Genova: Il Melangolo, 1996. 

Zambon, F. L’iride nel fango. Parma: Pratiche, 1994. 

West, Rebecca J. Eugenio Montale, Poet on the Edge. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1981. Cc 

 

 

PASOLINI 

Curi, Fausto. “Pasolini e Officina,” La poesia italiana del Novecento. Bari: Laterza, 1999. 320-329. 

Ricciardi, Alessia. “Heretical Specters,” The Ends of Mourning. Stanford University Press, 2003. 123-138. 

Luzzi, Joseph. “Poesis in Pasolini,” A Cinema of Poetry. Johns Hopkins UP, 2014. 70-85. 

 

 

ROSSELLI 

Barile, Laura “Trasposizioni: I due mestieri di Amelia Rosselli” California Italian Studies 8.1 (2018): 1-23. 

La Penna, Daniela. “L’autocitazione nell’opera di Amelia Rosselli,” in From Eugenio Montale to Amelia 

Rosselli. Eds. John Butcher and Mario Moroni,  Leicester, UK: Troubador, 2004. 194-209. 

 

STUDENT-WELLNESS SERVICES 

  

Just In Case Web App 

http://codu.co/cee05e 

Access helpful mental health information and resources for yourself or a friend in a mental health crisis on 

your smartphone or tablet and easily contact CAPS or RUPD. 

  

Counseling, ADAP & Psychiatric Services (CAPS) 

(848) 932-7884 / 17 Senior Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901/ www.rhscaps.rutgers.edu/ 

CAPS is a University mental health support service that includes counseling, alcohol and other drug 

assistance, and psychiatric services staffed by a team of professionals within Rutgers Health services to 

support students’ efforts to succeed at Rutgers University. CAPS offers a variety of services that include: 

individual therapy, group therapy and workshops, crisis intervention, referral to specialists in the community 

and consultation and collaboration with campus partners. 

  

Violence Prevention & Victim Assistance (VPVA) 

(848) 932-1181 / 3 Bartlett Street, New Brunswick, NJ 08901 / www.vpva.rutgers.edu/ 

The Office for Violence Prevention and Victim Assistance provides confidential crisis intervention, 

counseling and advocacy for victims of sexual and relationship violence and stalking to students, staff and 

faculty.  To reach staff during office hours when the university is open or to reach an advocate after hours, 

call 848-932-1181. 

  

Disability Services 

 (848) 445-6800 / Lucy Stone Hall, Suite A145, Livingston Campus, 54 Joyce Kilmer Avenue, 

Piscataway, NJ 08854 /  https://ods.rutgers.edu/ 

Rutgers University welcomes students with disabilities into all of the University's educational programs. In 

order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, a student with a disability must contact the 

appropriate disability services office at the campus where you are officially enrolled, participate in an intake 

interview, and provide documentation: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/documentation-guidelines. If the 
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documentation supports your request for reasonable accommodations, your campus’s disability services office 

will provide you with a Letter of Accommodations. Please share this letter with your instructors and discuss 

the accommodations with them as early in your courses as possible. To begin this process, please complete 

the Registration form on the ODS web site at: https://ods.rutgers.edu/students/registration-form. 

  

Scarlet Listeners 

(732) 247-5555 / http://www.scarletlisteners.com/ 

Free and confidential peer counseling and referral hotline, providing a comforting and supportive safe space. 

 


