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The last sixteen months have been very hard on all of us because of 
the pandemic. We have gone through a collective trauma, but now, 
luckily, we have hope for the future. This past academic year contin-
ued to pose many challenges to our department. Working together, 
however, we were able to make effective adjustments, after the swift 
and stressful transition to online instruction in Spring 2020. Building 
upon that experience and the numerous workshops organized at Rut-
gers, while also relying on the expertise and generous advice of Car-
mela Scala, our Language Program Director, we have been able to 
teach successful courses.  

We held our lively Food for Thought meetings via Zoom, with presenta-
tions by Alessandro Vettori, Maria Teresa De Luca, and Natascia 
Cappa. Our doctoral students organized compelling online meetings 
(see inside), which drew large audiences and stirred dynamic conver-
sations.  

As a Department, we hosted a few events via Zoom (see inside for 
detailed information): on November 9th, Dr. Eugenio Refini (NYU) 
gave a thought-provoking lecture entitled Staging the Soul: Allegorical 
Drama as Spiritual Practice in Baroque Italy; on December 3rd, Dr. Mattia 
Acetoso (Boston College) presented his recent book, Echoes of Opera in 
Modern Italian Poetry: Eros, Tragedy, and National Identity; on March 2nd, 
we organized a talk on Black Lives Matter in Italy and the Legacy of Coloni-
alism, held by Fred Kuwornu, a renowned Italian-Ghanaian filmmak-
er, activist, educator, and producer. His presentation was attended by 
a wide audience of students and faculty from different departments, 
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as well as community members and visitors; on April 27th, Dr. Isabella Magni gave us 
an engaging talk on her ongoing digital project, òPetrarchive 2.0.ó 

In March, we welcomed our new Lecturer from the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Dr. Rosario Giovanni Scalia. Rosario comes to us with a rich, extremely valuable expe-
rience as a teacher and scholar, with academic interests in classics, philosophy, Italian 
literature, and mafia narratives. He has been a tremendous addition to our department, 
tutoring some of our undergraduate students and participating in our Zoom events. 
We are looking forward to meeting him in person in the Fall. 

At the end of the Spring semester, we organized an online celebration of our graduat-
ing seniors. It was wonderful to see some of them and their families, though virtually, 
before they left Rutgers, to congratulate them and wish them the success they deserve, 
especially after these last momentous semesters! 

We also held our traditional Alumnae/i Reunion, in an unconventional format, featur-
ing an online lecture by Dr. Marino Forlino (Scripps College), titled Five Days and òA 
Thousand and One Nightsó: Shahrazńdõs Shadow in Basileõs òLo Cunto de li Cuntió and in Gar-
roneõs òTale of Talesó (see inside). 

This scholarly meeting was followed by our annual Award Ceremony. We thank all our 
alumnae/i who made an effort to attend these events despite their professional and 
family obligations. We are especially grateful to our wonderful donors, who supported 
our department and students during such a challenging time. Their constant generosity 
has been a tremendous inspiration for all of us: grazie di cuore! 

Finally, a bit of bittersweet news: Dr. Isabella Magni will no longer be with us next 
academic year. She was selected as a Postdoctoral Fellow at the HathiTrust Research 
Center, where she will run exciting humanities projects on under-resourced and mar-
ginalized textual communities. We wish Isabella all the best in her new professional 
engagement, trusting that she will stay in touch and visit us to offer updates on her 
new and ongoing digital endeavors. Through her seminars, Isabella has advised and 
inspired many of our doctoral students. Because of her mentorship, some of them will 
pursue their Digital Humanities undertakings, thus significantly strengthening their 
CV. 

To conclude, serving as Chair this past academic year has been trying, but I am grate-
ful to all our students and my colleagues for their unwavering efforts to sustain our 
educational and scholarly mission. Special thanks go to our indefatigable Sheri La Mac-
chia, who made our program run smoothly in spite of adverse circumstances. 

I wish you all a restful and pleasant summer! 
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Of course, this academic year was like no other, and our 

students and instructors worked hard and smartly to rise 

above all difficulties and complete a successful year. 

We are happy to report record enrollments in Core 

Courses such as Italian Food Culture and Classics of Italian 

Cinema and that students kept their good spirit, as it was 

apparent in our synchronous courses. Our students also 

produced excellent work, and we were able to award 

numerous prizes: Isabella Rodriguez received the Prize 

for Best Essay in Italian at the 200 level, Eliana Stav-

rakis the Stephanie Laggini Award for an Essay in Ital-

ian at the 300 level, and Erin McGowan the Prize for 

Best Essay in English. Gianna Torino received the 2021 

Elda & Joseph Coccia, Jr. Sponsored Scholarship, while 

the newly established Mario A. Marano Memorial 

о 

Scholarship for Italian Studies went to Greer Egan. 

We are very proud of our majors, who overcame all chal-

lenges and graduated on time, two of them with inspiring 

honors theses: Natalia Castner investigated the 

òGomorraó theme as a case study of transmedia narratives 

(Advisor, Paola Gambarota), and Greer Egan researched 

the essential issues of migration in Italy (Co-Advisor An-

drea Baldi). 

We celebrated our graduating students in a virtual event 

which, after a more formal part, ended with a cordial chat 

with our students, some parents, and a lovely nonna.   

I wish all our brave instructors and students a relaxing and 

happy summer! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

My two years as Postdoctoral Associate at Rutgers have been challenging yet stimulat-

ing. Though the ongoing pandemic did not allow me to take full advantage of the possi-

bilities of in-person activities, both in and outside the Department, I still had the chance 

to teach digital humanities courses and remotely collaborate with faculty and doctoral 

students. In the past two years I gave invited talks at various institutions including the 

Center for Textual Studies and Digital Humanities at Loyola University, the University 

of Massachusetts-Amherst and the College of the Holy Cross and co-organized with my 

colleagues at the Renaissance Society of America the annual Day of Digital Learning. 

While starting on a new digital project, a digital edition of the Albizi memorial book, I 

continued working on my in-progress digital projects: the Petrarchive (welcoming two 

new collaborators, Maria Teresa De Luca and Paolo Scartoni) and Italian Paleography. I 

published a number of articles in peer-reviewed journals, and I completed an edited 

volume on materiality and interpretation of early modern texts (co-edited with Jelena 

Todorovic and Beatrice Arduini), coming out with Brill Publications in June 2021. In 

the next two years, I will take on the role of Postdoctoral Fellow at the HathiTrust Re-

search Center where I will manage and collaborate with five digital projects that tell the 

story of historically under-resourced and marginalized textual communities.  

Last but certainly not least, I wish to thank staff and faculty for warmly welcoming me 

in the Department and for making my experience here always stimulating. Immense 

gratitude also to the Italian studentsõ cohort, both graduate and undergraduate: your 

passion, dedication and brightness are a true source of inspiration and I look forward to 

continue working with you all in the years to come. Grazie di tutto e a presto! 
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This past year has undoubtedly been very challenging, but it has also been a year of 

growth both professionally and personally. As the Language Program Director, I have 

tried my best to guide our Italian instructors and help them deliver engaging and effec-

tive online instruction.  To this end, I led several workshops on distance learning and 

teaching. During the Spring Semester, I was on sabbatical, and I worked on my manu-

script on best practices to teach language online. During my leave, Tim Curcio, Ph.D., 

was acting as Language Director.  
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We have much to celebrate in our graduate program this year. Among the most outstanding accomplishments are the fol-

lowing: Eilis Kierans was awarded the University and Louis Bevier Completion Fellowship in 2021-2022 and Caterina 

Agostini received the 2021 Rutgers School of Graduate Studies Excellence in Outreach and Service award. Caterina Agos-

tini and Tim Curcio defended their dissertations and were awarded their doctoral degrees. We welcome two new admitted 

students into our PhD Program: Salvatore Taibi, who won the School of Graduate Studies Deanõs Fellowship, and Marius 

Rusu, who was appointed Teaching Assistant. For the first time ever this year we welcome a RISE (Research Intensive 

Summer Experience) scholar into our program; Ariana Guzman will be developing a project under the guidance of pro-

fessors and PhD candidates over the summer. Under the leadership of our new Humanities Dean and together with other 

Humanities Departments, we continue to explore ways to transform graduate education at Rutgers in order to make our 

program more up-to-date with current trends and challenges and make our students better prepared for the job market. 

With other language programs, we created a new Certificate in Second Language Teaching, while we are exploring new 

ways to increase the presence of Digital Humanities in our department and in our school. Prof. Carmela Scala created a 

new graduate course in Second Language Teaching; Prof. Isabella Magni created a new Digital Editing course; Prof. Pao-

la Gambarota revamped her course on contemporary poetry. Our PhD candidates continue to cooperate with Italian Quar-

terly by writing book reviews that appear regularly in the journal. Our weekly coffee break brings us together virtually on 

Zoom every Friday afternoon at 4:00 EST and we talk about our work or simply chat and catch up; we have also started 

inviting occasional guests, some of them alumni and colleagues in the profession. Anyone who would like to òstop by,ó 

please let me know and Iõll send you a zoom invite. Happy summer months to all!  

 

The departmentõs journal Italian Quarterly published volume 57 during this past year. Peer-
reviewed articles included essays on Dante, Petrarca, Manzoni, the Resistance, and letteratura 
segretariale from the 16th and 17th centuries. In addition to our regular section of book reviews, 
publications in other sections of the journal included an interview with Claudia Durastanti, a 
review note on Alexandra Vranceanuõs Il mito dellõItalia nella letteratura romena dellõOttocento, and 
a greatly expanded section on creative reviews, curated by Eilis Kierans (send future queries 
to emk177@italian.rutgers.edu). Editor Alessandro Vettori and managing editor Sandra Wa-
ters invite specialists in literature, culture, film, pedagogy, and history to send article submis-
sion to sandra.waters@rutgers.edu. To start your subscription, contact the department at   
itquarterlybilling@gmail.com.   



 

 

Natascia Cappa 

Natascia successfully passed her Comprehensive Exams in 

October and had the great opportunity to collaborate as 

Inserra Grader at Montclair State University for the courses 

Italian for Spanish Speakers and Italian American Cinema under 

the supervision of Professor Teresa Fiore. She also 

published an essay entitled òJuan Rodolfo Wilcock: 

riflessioni critiche di un poeta,ó in the book Lõeternit¨ 

immutabile: studi su Juan Rodolfo Wilcock. She is now working 

on her future research project regarding the literary 

representation of fascist violence in literature, which is 

based on a comparison between Italy and Latin America. 

 

Maria Teresa De Luca 
In the past year, Maria Teresa spent a good deal of time 

thinking about tragedy, and about the expressive powers 

and limits of language. She presented her research entitled 

òThe tragic representation of a tragedy: Malaparte and the 

Neapolitan figliataó at a Food for Thought event in the Italian 

Department. She also presented her paper, òCan a Language 

be Virtuous? Dante and the Limits of Language(s) in the 

Convivioó at the Interuniversity Doctoral Consortium 

Medieval Studies Conference, while another paper on 

Dante, òCranes and the divine skywriting in the Heaven of 

Jupiter,ó has been accepted for the Dante Society of 

Americaõs sponsored panel at the MLAõs annual meeting in 

2022. She has also worked as part of the leadership of the 

Italian Graduate Society to organize both a colloquium and 

a round-table panel discussion, and started collaborating as 

encoder and research assistant with Petrarchive, the digital 

edition of Petrarchõs songbook edited by Isabella Magni, 

Wayne Storey and John Walsh. She will spend the summer 

teaching Italian for Reading Knowledge to Graduate Students, 

and preparing for her Qualifying Exam, hopefully under 

centuries old olive trees in Puglia. 

 

Chiara Degli Esposti 

During this past year I started to work on my dissertation 

project about cities and migrants in contemporary Italy. 

Throughout the year, I also dedicated myself to the revision 

of a couple of papers in view of publication. I am very 

happy to have been awarded the Laggini Fellowship last 

May: thanks to this generous gift, I will be able to carry out 

research for my final project in the nearby future. 

 

Giuseppe Grispino  

The 2020-2021 year has been a rich one for Giuseppe. He 

completed his coursework and also started to prepare for 

his comprehensive examination. During the past year, 

Giuseppe taught two undergraduate classes and also 

presented two papers at the Graduate Research 

Symposium at Rutgers and at the KU Leuven Conference 

World Literature and the Minor: Figuration, Circulation, 

Translation. During the year Giuseppe also served as a 

graduate student representative for the Italian department 

and joined the graduate student mental health committee 

and the University LGBTQ+ Advocacy Network. 

Giuseppe also worked with Sheri to relaunch the 

Instagram pages of the Italian Department. In the future, 

Giuseppe wishes to continue to deepen his study of 

translation studies and transnational work, bringing 

together his love of both China and Italy. 

 

Steven Jacobs 

Steven spent the 2020-2021 academic year taking courses 

on Italian and French literature, digital humanities, and 

pedagogy. He also taught Elementary Italian II online in 

the Fall and Spring semesters. This summer Steven is 

refining his writing for publication and presentations. He 

will be working on a book review of Trust by Domenico 

Starnone for the online journal Reading in Translation. He is 

additionally thrilled at the prospect of collaborating on the 

Petrarchive project, an online edition of Petrarchõs 

songbook. Steven is very grateful to have received a 

summer research fellowship from the Italian Department 

to continue his inquiries into the Resistance movement as 

experienced by women partisans such as Ada Gobetti. 

 

Eilis Kierans 

Eilis spent the year in Madrid exploring tapas culture while 

honing her Spanish language skills, a humbling process 

indeed. She has become quite a fan of siesta (a.k.a. cat 

naps), which proved to be the perfect pick-me-up in the 

midst of rigorous paper corrections for Expository Writing, a 

course she taught in the fall. Eilis was grateful to teach a 

couple of synchronous Italian language courses this yearða 

lighthearted respite from dissertation writing. Given the с 



 

circumstances of 2020-2021, Eilis took the opportunity to 

attend seemingly every virtual conference under the sun. It 

was a unique opportunity to connect regularly with 

colleagues from all over the world. In March, she presented 

her work at the American Comparative Literature 

Association conference. She will also present her work at 

the Canadian Association for Italian Studies conference in 

June. Her paper titled òComing Out and Leaving Home: 

Cultural Friction in the Italian American Kitchenó is soon 

to be published in the edited volume Queering Italian 

American Media. In addition to writing book reviews, Eilis 

likes editing them. She started a new section of Italian 

Quarterly devoted entirely to creative reviews. In particular, 

she enjoys helping graduate students improve their writing 

skills. She is also co-editor of Other Voices of Italy, a fresh 

new series that will introduce the work of marginalized 

authors to an English-speaking readership. Eilis is elated to 

have received a Louis Bevier Fellowship for the 2021-2022 

academic year. She intends to spend most of the year 

writing in all of her favorite parks and cafés in Spain. 

 

Angela Mininni 

Angela was born and raised in Bari, 

Italy, where she received her M.A. 

summa cum laude in Ancient 

Philology, Literature and History. Soon 

after graduation, she moved to the 

United States to work as an au pair. In 

2018, she joined the Ital ian 

Department at Rutgers and completed 

a Master of Arts in Teaching presenting a teaching 

portfolio focused on cultural differences between Italy and 

the United States. After one year working in the field, both 

teaching the language and culture of her country and 

working on translations for the film-documentary Gianni 

Berengo Gardinõs Tale of Two Cities (Donna Serbe-Davis, 

2019), Angela decided to use her own experience as an 

immigrant to continue her education and pursue a PhD 

with the Italian department, a second home to her. Despite 

starting this journey in the middle of a pandemic, her first 

year has been extremely fulfilling. Besides working on her 

coursework and teaching two undergraduate classes, 

Angela hosted our òTavola Italianaó and went back to 

studying Spanish while being an active resource to the 

Italian Department. Her research focuses on the healing 

power of writing in the literary works produced in Italian 

by immigrant writers. 

Paolo Scartoni 

Paoloõs year has been 

exciting both in terms of 

teaching and research. He 

taught a class on Italian 

opera in the fall, and in the 

spring, an Italian writing 

course. He presented a 

paper entitled òThe Reason 

of Music: Musica Speculativa 

and Danteõs Illustrious 

Vernacularó at the annual conference organized by the 

Renaissance Society of America (RSA), and a paper entitled 

òMi dirizzò con le parole sue: from Counsel to Action in 

Paradisoó at the 56th International Congress on Medieval 

Studies. In February, he participated in a Winter School 

organized by the University of Ferrara and taught by Prof. 

Paolo Trovato and his collaborators on philology and 

Danteõs Comedy. Paolo is working as a research assistant at 

Petrarchive, the digital edition of Petrarchõs songbook edited 

by Dr. Isabella Magni, Prof. Wayne Storey, and Prof. John 

Walsh, based on Petrachõs own copy Vat. Lat. 3195. His 

main responsibility is the encoding of the manuscriptõs 

chartae according to the XML-TEI guidelines. He is also 

working as a contributor at the Deiphira Project, the digital 

edition of a witness of Albertiõs Deiphira (Harvard 

University's Houghton Library, MS Typ. 422). The project 

was presented at the RSA conference and will be launched 

next September at Georgetown University. With Dr. 

Isabella Magni, he cotaught a workshop on digital editions 

and XML-TEI for the Days of Digital Learning organized by 

RSA. 

 

Federica Soddu 

This has been a different and productive year for me. I 

worked from the warm and rainy Panama, where I joined 

some dear people and I became friend with some funny, 

wild animals like sloths, monkeys, crocodiles, parrots, 

iguanas, raccoons, and others. I also had the chance to 

practice my Spanish. I prepared and passed my Qualifying 

Exams and successfully accomplished the task to grade 

over a hundred papers in a month! At the end of June, I 

will virtually travel to Mainz, where Iõm going to attend the 

IWL Summer School together with many other students 

and scholars from all over the world. Iõm very excited 

about that! 
т 

https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/medieval-renaissance-manuscripts/catalog/34-990090067380203941
https://curiosity.lib.harvard.edu/medieval-renaissance-manuscripts/catalog/34-990090067380203941


 

 

Paragano Family Foundation Endowed  

Scholarship for Italian Studies ð Allison Selvig 

 

Joseph E. & Marie E. Laggini Memorial Endowed  

Graduate Fellowship ð Chiara Degli Esposti 

 

Dr. Vito and Mrs. Carolyn DeSimone Endowed 

 Fellowship for Italian Studies ð Raffaella Fusco 

 

Elena Petronio Scholarships ð 

Natascia Cappa, Paolo Scartoni, and Federica Soddu 

 

Italian Dept. Summer Research Fellowships ð 

Maria Teresa De Luca, Giuseppe Grispino, 

Eilis Kierans, Steven Jacobs, Angela Mininni, 

and Andrew Robbins 

 

William E. Roney Awards  

Innovative Teaching ð Raffaella Fusco  

Dedication to Service ð Giuseppe Grispino 

Excellence in Scholarship ð Eilis Kierans 

 

Best Graduate Paper ð Maria Teresa De Luca 

Louis Bevier Fellowship ð Eilis Kierans 

Rutgers School of Graduate Studies Excellence in  

Outreach and Service Award ð Caterina Agostini 

https://tinyurl.com/RutgersItalian
https://tinyurl.com/RutgersItalian
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This has been an intense year for the newcomer officers of the Italian Graduate Society, 

Natascia Cappa, Maria Teresa De Luca, and Giuseppe Grispino. (Pictured on right top to 

bottom) 

We organized the Colloquium featuring Notre Dameõs Professor Maurizio Albahari, whose 

talk was titled: òWhose Name Was Writ in Water: Mediterranean Crossings and Confinesó. 

The event provided an opportunity for discussing the consequences of the asymmetric 

distribution of wealth, power, and rights around the Mediterranean Sea.   

Our Round Table: òôTranslation, Transformation, Creation?õ A Round Table on 

Contemporary Italian Literature in Translationó involving four speakers from different 

continents working on translation from Italian into different languages, provided insights on 

the challenges and opportunities faced by translation and translators in todaysõ globalized 

society, especially in connection with the theme of ôotherness.õ  

The events reached more than one hundred students and Professors within and outside the 

Rutgers community, including people from all over the world who have watched the 

recording posted on the IGSõs brand-new website, Facebook page, and Instagram account.  

The IGS will spend the summer working on the next issue of La Fusta, and planning their 

biannual conference that will take place in Spring 2022.  

 Click hyperlinks here: website, Facebook page  Instagram account.   

https://sites.rutgers.edu/italian-grad-society/
https://www.facebook.com/Italian-Graduate-Society-at-Rutgers-University-105916444615238
https://www.instagram.com/italiangraduatesociety/


 

 

 

On April 27th, Dr. Isabella Magni conclud-

ed her two-year post-doc at Rutgers with a 

talk entitled òPetrarchive 2.0.ó As co-editor 

of Petrarchive, the first born-digital edition of 

Petrarchõs songbook, Dr. Magni gave us 

a behind-the scenes look at this ambitious 

and innovative digital project. She talked 

about its history, the technical challenges it 

poses, its value for researchers, students, 

and readers, and its collaborative nature. 

At Petrarchive, Dr. Magni works with Profes-

sors Wayne Storey and John Walsh from 

Indiana University, co-editors of the project. 

Thanks to her, our very own graduate stu-

dents Maria Teresa De Luca and Pao-

lo Scartoni have also joined the team as re-

search assistants.  

In his multi-media presentation, Black Lives 

Matter in Italy and the Legacy of Colonial-

ism, Fred Kuwornu reminded us of the 

atrocities of Italyõs colonial campaigns in 

the Horn of Africa. Through impressive 

visual documents, he demonstrated a per-

sisting racist attitude in contemporary me-

dia and advertising. Discussing how Italians 

erased their imperialist past from collective 

memory, he stressed the urgency to reckon 

with this amnesia and promote inclusive 

forms of representation of colonized and 

migrant subjects. Fredõs enlightening talk 

made us painfully aware of these continuing 

practices of oppression and discrimination.   

мл 
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This year, Angela Mininni lead Tavola Ital-

iana. Coping with social distancing and get-

ting to meet new people have been some of 

our biggest challenges. Thankfully, our Tavo-

la Italiana came to the rescue, and trans-

formed Zoom into a crowded piazza, filled 

with laughter and lots of new friends. During 

each meeting, students came together to play 

games each time focusing on a different 

theme (food, gestures, proverbs...). Pizza was 

the only big absentee, but no worries: we'll 

make it up for it next year! 

 

During our last Rutgers Day Giuseppe 

Grispino and Raffaella Fusco jointly orga-

nized the mini series Musica Diversa. They 

featured more inclusive and diverse Italian 

artists than the ones commonly known to 

the general public. Through questions, 

mini quizzes, and music links, they inter-

acted with our Instagram audience.   

In his talk, titled Staging the Soul: Allegorical Drama as Spiritual Practice in 
Baroque Italy, Professor Eugenio Refini (New York University) ex-
plored pedagogical uses of allegorical drama in Italy around 1600, 
focusing on the influence that Fabio Glissentiõs theater exerted on 
the education of female orphans in Veniceõs hospitals. Relying on 
rich archival materials, Refini showed how morality plays functioned 
as forms of spiritual practice that promoted the inner staging of the 
ôworldõ on the ôspiritualõ stage of the soul.  



 

 

At our Alumnae/i Reunion, Dr. Marino Forlino, RUô15, 

Assistant Professor and Chair of the Department of Italian 

and Italian Studies at Scripps College, gave a talk titled, Five 

Days and�ßòA Thousand and One Nightsó:�ßShahrazńdõs Shadow 

in Basileõs�ßòLo Cunto de li Cuntió�ßand in Garroneõs�ßòTale of Ta-
les.ó In his engaging lecture, Marino examined the complexi-

ty and originality of Basileõs collection of short stories, fo-

cusing on its structural and formal patterns as well as its 

multi-layered intertextual relationships with the Middle-

Eastern tradition of folktales. He also discussed the adapta-

tion strategies that Garrone fashioned in his cinematic ren-

dition of Lo Cunto de li Cunti, with stunning visual effects. In 

Marinoõs analysis, the directorõs Tale of Tales aligned with the 

stylistic innovations of Basileõs narratives, creating a realm 

of optical illusions through the sensuous magic of exotic 

locations.   


